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We were there. A poem that captures our congregationalist history, 

both local and beyond, as a voice to be heard. Our congregationalist 

presence has been a voice that respects our sacred past and 

imperfect history tied to this country's development and identity. And 

ever faced with new struggles and challenges which propel us 

forward to find ever-new voices for a progressive now and ever-

unfolding future. We were there in the birthing of new ideas and 

radical movements that shifted the very way this country’s science. 

and culture would mature from its puritan roots to progressive 

frontiers. We were and are still here calling our community to be 

reshaped as we are reshaped by our community. 

 

We were there.... 

 

...when the first Continental Congress was drawn up. 

.......when the constitution was born, 

........when the Civil War threatened our union. We were there. 

........ 

We were there when slavery was put to an end and a new wind of 

freedom blew across a tattered and wounded nation, and when 

healing our still present divisions was and is needed... we were and 

are there still. And we were there... 

When women's voices were heard in the voting polls for the long-

awaited first time and their rights were established as a given as 

equal citizens. We were there. 

When the LGB community gained a voice in the church as leaders 

and in our larger culture as voices for change. We were there. 

When the bridge between science and faith was erected and faith 

and reason became companions in many of our churches through 

dialogue. And faith and reason became a new and enlarged credo. 
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We were there. 

When we sent a crew beyond the horizon of our Earth home to 

explore the curious nature of our moon... when we reached beyond 

to space and continue to reach as we currently probe outer space 

and its potential for life and new possibilities. Another small step, but 

large strides for humankind in an ever-expanding cosmology. We 

were there. 

From our beginnings on the shores of old Plymouth. To the struggles 

to establish ourselves as a credible American denomination and 

force in the ongoing evolution of our nation. we have enlarged our 

vision of faith to include all faiths of all peoples; a universalist vision 

surpassing our insulated past. When one way gave way to many 

ways to the divine within all. We were there and We will be there in 

the now ever-expanding uncertain future where science and ever-

expanding physics will be informed as much as our faith through 

science and its contributions in how this new world that is evolving 

shall echo our voice that calls us to remember what was....  and 

point to what is and ever forward to what shall be. We were there and 

are here now... we are part of the interconnected fabric of this nation 

and, more importantly, the world and evolving cosmos. 

 

Dr. Dean Kučera 

Our church our celebration for 2025 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Dean’s Summer Hours & Office Schedule:  

Tuesday - Friday 8:00am - 12:30pm; Monday: Off 
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Church Committee 

       Jean Jackson, Clerk 

Clerk's highlights from the Church Committee meeting held May 13, 
2025 - 

• Treasurer's report - Income for April was $29,453.50 which 
includes Trust funds. Expenses were $32,323.89. Payment of 
a bill from Unitech and a deposit on the carpet for Fellowship 
Hall added to this month's expenses. Deficit for April was 
$2,870.39; deficit year-to-date is $16,471.32.     

• Investments - The brokerage account saw a decrease of 
$56,994 in market value for April. Dividends and interest 
withdrawn was $56,993.88. The ending balance for April is 
$2,087,794.16. No changes were made to the portfolio.  

• The next Church Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
June 10, 2025 at 6:30 pm. It will be held in Metzger Chapel 
and on Zoom. All are welcome to attend whether or not you 
serve on a committee. 

Music Committee 

Jean Jackson and Lisa Horsfield 

• The choir's last Sunday taking part in the service was May 18. 

• A new UCC publication of hymns was ordered and received.  

Parish Nurse 

Melody Treadwell 

The Parish Nurse has been holding open hours in the chapel on 

Wednesdays from 9 AM – 2 PM for 

anyone wishing to stop in for blood 

pressure or blood sugar screening. 

Since she will also be accompanying 

Pastor Dean on some home visits, she 

would like to ask folks to let the church office know if you will be 

stopping by. She doesn’t want to miss anyone and can work the visits 

around the screenings. Please email or call Carrie in the office to 

confirm. Thanks! 
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Church Historian  

Mary Crittenden 

I am going to take a break from writing about our church history. You 

can expect a continuation of that next month. I want to remind all of 

us, including myself, that life in colonial days was different.  

For a bit more than a month I have had computer problems. I was 

going to need to get a new one by fall; we (my computer savvy family 

and I) decided to replace it now. I have had my new computer for one 

week. I am getting to know an updated version of Word. It takes me a 

while to find the commands that I could so quickly find in the older 

version of Word. Even with this searching while composing, using the 

computer is so much easier for me than if I had to write this by hand- 

especially if I had to use a quill pen and ink. 

The Rev. Timothy Edwards wrote with an exceptionally fine small 

cursive script with quill pens made from bird feathers, often goose. 

He would have needed to frequently dip his pen into the ink. In his 

day, ink was made at home of iron gallnuts, berries, and other natural 

ingredients. The paper was made from rags and not perfectly 

smooth. His published writings were printed with handset type. There 

were many changes between 1700 and today’s modern technology. 

From handwritten, to typed on a typewriter, to material composed on 

a word processer, to a computer either by typing on a keyboard or by 

voice dictation into the computer. 

There is an item in the Beinecke Library at Yale that is not a rare 

book, which is unusual in a library for rare books. It is a linen bed 

sheet: hand woven with hand spun flax thread. It was from Timothy 

and Esther’s home. Their embroidered initials are on it. In the colonial 

Connecticut Colony, what would you do if you needed a new bed 

sheet or two? You certainly could not have gone online and had it 

delivered the next day via Amazon Prime. I do not know if the 

Edwards family grew the flax, spun the thread or yarn and wove the 

sheet fabric. There may have been people in the colony that would 

do the tasks needed to have a new bed sheet.  

A family could grow their own flax. It was helpful to have children 

weeding the young plants as their small bare feet and lighter weight 
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did not damage the plants as larger ones would 

have done. But why not have cotton for sheets? 

Before the invention of the cotton gin, producing 

cotton fabric was far more labor intensive than linen. 

Hand spun linen fabric would last several 

generations of use in a family before it wore out. It 

was not unusual to see linen textiles listed in a 

person’s will during this period.  
Above: Photo of Flax plant  

We need to remember changes in technology like these examples to 

really understand the lives of the people whose lives made our 

history. What other things can you think of that have changed in the 

span of four hundred years since those separatists left England? 

 

Deacons 

Barbara Wright 

The Deacons met on May 4th with Josephine Hulsart, who is 

interested in joining the church.  She will get together with Pastor 

Dean and they will set a date for her to join. 

We discussed the Deacons portion of the old and proposed changes 

of the by-laws.  We will discuss what we would like to see for the new 

by-laws as pertains to the Deacons at the next meeting. 

We will be assisting with organizing the membership lists and coming 

up with a policy if church has to be cancelled for any reason. 

 

Edwards Group Trip to Yale 

 Mary Crittenden 

The Edwards Researchers went to Yale on April 15 to visit the 

Jonathan Edwards Center. Kenneth Minkema, Executive Director, 

talked about some of the things that are housed there. About a dozen 

items were on the table for us to examine and learn about. These 

started with Timothy’s and then some of Jonathan’s. There were a 

couple letters from important people. George Washington for one.  

Each of the items on the table for us to see were protected in clear 
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folders along with a typed transcription. Mr. Minkema is familiar with 

the East Windsor Hill section of town, but had a couple of questions 

for us. For instance, he wanted to know where the first church 

building was located. 

Mr. Minkema gave us a brief tour of the other places of interest in the 

building. This included Mr. Minkema’s office. 

On the way home, we stopped to eat at the Cromwell Diner. Most of 

our trips have included a yummy meal at a diner. We are looking 

forward to going to Stockbridge, Massachusetts, where Jonathan 

was a missionary to the Native Americans. 

Our trips are usually open to other church members. Let us know if 

you are interested in going.  
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The Lunch Bunch 
typically meets 
the third 
Thursday of the 
month at 11:30 
AM in Fellowship 
Hall for lunch and 
laughs. Pictured 
left from front to 
back: Howard 
Haviland, Bob 
Starr and Carroll 
Stearns. Pictured 
at right from front 
to back: Pat 
Jones, Lee 
Anderson and 
Don Sharp.   

 

 

Trustees News 

Jean Trotman 

Dead shrubs in the Wolcott Building beds were 
replaced. We are in the process of soliciting 
bids to repaint the Wolcott entry way and the 
fire escape. 

A small but industrious group showed up for 
our annual Spring Clean Up Day. The south 
and lift entrances were cleaned, window ACs 

installed, and the chandelier lowered so we could replace burned out 
bulbs. A number of things were done in Fellowship Hall in preparation 
for the floor replacement: the UCW closet was emptied and materials 
packed into bins, the closet behind the 3 sliding doors was emptied 
except for the sewing machines, posters were removed from the 
walls, drapes were taken down, the curtain rods removed and the 
large window AC unit taken out. 

Floor repair project. 

A pod was ordered and has been delivered. The carpet has been 
ordered and we are in the process of selecting paint colors for the 
walls.   
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Originally, I was told that we could continue to use the west end of 
the floor for coffee hour with plastic sheeting as a buffer between the 
works space and the rest of the floor. However, the Town’s Building 
Inspector and Fire Marshall both said no to that plan. In order to meet 
town codes for a commercial space (which is what they classify our 
building), we would have to erect a wall with sheet rock on both sides 
and a fire door in order to use that space. The estimate for this 
construction was approximately $7,000. When I presented this issue 
at May’s Church Committee meeting, attendees voted unanimously 
to discontinue coffee hour for the duration of the concrete work to 
save us that expense. So, from 6/22 to at least 7/6, assuming no 
changes to the current work schedule, there will be no coffee hour.  
We can still use the restrooms. 

The schedule for the work, as it currently stands, is as follows: 

6/2 – 6/6 Frank Tortora and crew will move the piano, UCW 
cabinet and glass display case to the coffee hour area.  
They will also remove the safe, put the accordion 
divider in the trash, remove doors and put them and all 
tables, chairs, the pew and bins in the pod. 

6/9 – 
6/13 

Anthony’s Abatement will remove the existing carpet 
and asbestos tiles underneath it. 

6/16 – 
7/3 

Frank Tortora and team will install plastic to protect our 
walls and act as a divider between the work area and 
the rest of the floor. They will also remove sashes from 
one window and replace it with plywood to allow 
Custom Path and Patio easy access to outside for 
removing and replacing the existing cement. During 
this period, there will be trucks parked in the south part 
of the driveway to receive the old cement. 

7/7 – 
7/25 

Cement cures. Melting Pot Painters will repaint the 
walls. 

7/28 – 
7/29 

Schneider’s Flooring America will install the new 
carpet. 

After 
7/29 

Frank Tortora and team will empty the pod, put the 
cabinets and the piano back in place, rehang doors 
and window sashes. 
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A Final Look at   

Fellowship Hall 

Before We Bid 

Farewell 

Preparations are well 

underway for the floor work 

in Fellowship Hall. We 

wanted to share some last 

looks before the renovation. 

The new carpet sample is 

pictured below and the 

team is also looking at paint 

samples for the new space. 
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Renewal of Wedding Vows  

Sunday, April 27th was an extra special worship service. Church 

members Bob and Julie Reynolds renewed their wedding vows. 

Being surrounded by their church friends and family made it even 

more memorable, they said. Thank you to everyone who helped with 

the celebratory reception that followed in Fellowship Hall.  
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Church Family News 

 
 

Sean Connelly  06/02 
Julie Reynolds              06/05 
James Burnham 06/09 
Tyler Machowski 06/09 
Eden Dalpe  06/10 
Nathan Zaugg  06/12 
Carrie Morse  06/15 
JoJo Hulsart  06/15 
Lauren Cummings 06/20 
Kristen Nielsen  06/23 

Eric Horsfield  06/24 
Patrick Jones  06/25 
Chevy Ricketts  06/25 
Michael Stearns  06/25 
Jo McGilvray  06/28 
George Cox          06/29 
Bob Reynolds       06/29 
Steve Weismantel  06/30 
Tyler Clapp            06/30 
Colby Senatro       06/30 

 
    Kevin & Donna Woolam      06/06 50 YEARS!!!  

Lee & Rachel Anderson   06/14 
                             Marty & Lisa Zaugg        06/18 

Doris Burgdorf 
Della Mitchell 
The Cox Family   
The Zaugg Family 
Iva Burnham 

  

The Tripp Family 
Joyce Coon 
Bob Woodward 
Carol Mattera 
The Burnham Family 

 

A warm welcome to First Church’s 
newest member, Josephine JoJo 
Hulsart who became an official 
member of the church on Sunday, 
May 25th. JoJo, as she prefers to be 
called, has 2 children, 6 
grandchildren, and 5 great-
grandchildren. She enjoys fishing, 
knitting, and reading. Welcome to 
the First Church Family, JoJo! 
 
Pictured left to right: Pastor Dean Kucera, 
JoJo, and Deacon Chair, Barbara Wright. 
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Church Office Hours 

Hours are normally Tuesday – Friday 9 am – 2 pm.  

Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter issue will be published in July 
2025. Please send your submissions and photos 
to the church office by June 13th for inclusion: 
firstchurchsw@gmail.com ~ Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

       Missions Committee 

Rachel Anderson 
The First Church Missions Committee will again participate in the 
Church World Service Tools of Hope Program in June. Similar to the 
Blankets of Hope program, we will continue our tradition of dedicating 
these tools in the church bulletin on Father’s Day in honor of/in 
memory of fathers, father figures, or special people in our lives. 
Church World Service uses these tools, such as seeds and shovels, 
which help offer a comprehensive, long-term approach 
to food insecurity. The cost is $10 and forms can be 
found in the narthex, on the table in the back stairway, 
and on page 8 of this newsletter. If sending a check, 
please make it out to First Congregational Church with 
Tools of Hope in the memo section. Orders are due by Thursday, 
June 12. Thank you for supporting our mission! Choose Love! 

There are half a dozen 1-quart 
containers of corn chowder in the 
church freezer. They are the last 
from the fundraiser for Fellowship 

Hall. The price is $8.00/quart. 
The money can go to Sue 

Larsen, Ingrid Fraize or the 
church office. Thank you all for 
your support of this fundraiser. 

 

mailto:firstchurchsw@gmail.com
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