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Summer is here!

Happy 4" of July!

Have a BBQ, eat brats, have a cold one!

Go to the beach, have a picnic, visit friends...
Get to the pool! Ride your bike! Take a walk.
Catch fireflies! Wonder at the night sky.
Embrace the heat! AND

Don’t act your age — Act your authentic self!
Summer is short — enjoy.

See you at the pool, lake, etc.

Happy Days,

Dr. Dean Kucera

Message from Pastor

My aim for Summer Services:

More relaxed atmosphere
Shorter service

Shorter sermon! &
Use new hymnals and try new things!

/!\ Pastor Dean’s Summer Hours & Office Schedule: /!\
; : Tuesday - Friday 8:00am - 12:30pm; Monday: Off )
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Church Comunitliee
Jean Jackson, Clerk

Clerk's highlights from the Church Committee meeting held
June 10, 2025 -
e Treasurer's report - Income for May was
$40,827.83. Expenses were $38,117.46. Surplus for May was
$2,710.37; deficit year-to-date is $14,381.50.

¢ Investments - The brokerage account saw an increase of
$82,852.79 in market value for May. Dividends and interest
withdrawn was $12,001.18. The ending balance for May is
$2,158,648.36. No changes were made to the portfolio.

e The next Church Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday,
July 8, 2025 at 6:30 pm. It will be held in Metzger Chapel and on
Zoom. All are welcome to attend whether or not you serve on a
committee.

Muscc Commiltee
Jean Jackson and Lisa Horsfield

o Kamilla will be on vacation July 6, 13, and 20. Jean Jackson will
cover if no substitutes can be found.

e A new hymn book was passed around for all to look at. Input
was sought from those in attendance; positive feedback was
received. The hymns present themes for today's world. Carrie
was asked to order/purchase 20 copies.

Parvish Nurse

Melody Treadwell
The Parish Nurse has been holding open hours in the chapel on
. _~~—  Wednesdays from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM for
Parish~ anyone wishing to stop in for blood pressure
T e or blood sugar screening. Since she will also
UI'S€ be accompanying Pastor Dean on some
home visits, she would like to ask folks to let
the church office know if you will be stopping by. She doesn’t want to
miss anyone and can work the visits around the screenings. Please
email or call Carrie in the office to confirm availability. Thanks!
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The Edwards Ceniter

Barbara Wright

The Edwards Center group has met and are planning a trip to
Stockbridge, MA on August 14. We have appointments to visit the
Mission House and the Stockbridge Library to view Jonathan
Edwards’ reading desk and other memorabilia from his time in
Stockbridge. We will be carpooling. If you have an interest in joining
us, please contact Edie Starr or Barb Wright.

We have previously made trips to Northampton, MA, Yale, and the
Wethersfield church.

We are hoping to open our own
Edwards Center in the Wolcott
Building in the fall.

On September 14" at 2:00 PM,
Elise Bernier Feeley will be here
to tell us about Sarah Edwards’
herb garden and how she kept
her family healthy with the herbs
grown in her garden. Elise is an
expert on Jonathan Edwards,
especially his time in
Northampton. The Mission House, Stockbridge, MA, wikipedia.org

Voluniteer Funeral Coorvdinaior Needed

A coordinator is needed to take over the very important job of being
the lead contact person for funeral

receptions offered to our church family

when one of our parishioners has )

passed away. For more information,

contact Jean Trotman. She will

explain the process and share her S L\
notes regarding what to ask the .- /'
family, what we are willing to do, as ,—-E"

-

that has changed somewhat over the
years (table setups, etc.), and mentor you through the first couple of
receptions. The current phone tree will need to be updated.
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Holiday Facr News
Linda Dalpe

Join us for crafting our products for the 2025 church fair.

Fridays 1:00-4:00

1090 Main St.

860-528-1936

Call or text Linda to let her know you are coming!

Bring ideas, or projects you might need supplies or help with.
Short on ideas or talent? Come anyway, we will find something for
you to do.

Trustees News

Jean Trotman
Floor project updates as of June 13"

e 6/2: Tortora Home Improvement staff arrived to move large
items (doors, gliders, dividers, cabinets, piano) to the coffee
hour space or the pod. Tables, chairs, and associated racks
were also put in the pod. Sewing machines moved to the
Wolcott Building.

e 6/5: Capitol Moving of Manchester was hired by Tortora
Home Improvement to move the safe, which was too heavy
for Tortora’s crew to move.

e 6/9-6/12: Anthony’s Abatement arrived to remove the carpet
and underlying asbestos tiles.

o Cement work scheduled to start 6/16 by Kastels is delayed by
one week to 6/23 due to rain delays.

ladies Lunch
)0 Linda Dalpe
(ldl((s Ladies Lunch Bunch in Fellowship Hall coming soon.
.~ No agenda...just fellowship!

A Bring your lunch and a friend.
\ y 11:30-1:00

\
]

N ¥

~

o=

------ The 4th Thursday of each month starting September

mch ="
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Some Fellowship Hall Updaites:..
| The carpet and the underlying

asbestos flooring have been
safely removed.

The blue barrier has been
installed to protect our floor
during the concrete removal
process, which is scheduled to
begin in the next few weeks.
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New Door Schedule on Sundays

We are going to give our door locking schedule another try to allow
for the south entrance door to be unlocked during church on
Sundays. It makes it much easier for some folks than trying to use
the steep front steps. Please see below for more details.

Door Locking Schedule

We have set up an automated door schedule so that on Sundays
from 9:00 AM -1:30 PM (and every Sunday moving forward, or until
we say stop), the south door will unlock and remain unlocked with the
first person to scan in with their door key. The first person who scans
in with their door key between 9:00 AM — 1:30 PM activates the door
schedule for that day. It will now be unlocked for those coming in
after you. You may still need to disarm the burglar alarm on the panel
inside the door, so please be prepared with that fob available. The
door will automatically relock at 1:30 PM. If church or coffee hour
ends early, the last person to leave can simply lock the door on the
way out by scanning their key outside and making sure the door
locks behind them. The last person out needs to set the burglar
alarm. If they forget to lock the door on the way out, it will
automatically lock at 1:30 PM (or the scheduled time for that
particular day). The burglar alarm will not reset itself. If, for some
reason, there are no activities at the church during the scheduled
time, the door will simply remain locked.

**This is a very important reminder: PLEASE try the door FIRST
before using your key. If someone comes along and forgets to
check the door first, using their key after the first person has
already activated the system will cancel the door schedule for
that day. You will lock the door.

We are trying to think of a way to let folks know when the door has
already been unlocked by the first person to avoid this issue. Stay
tuned.

If you have any questions, please contact Carrie.
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Church Historian

Mary Crittenden

In the 1870s, the people of this church wanted a chapel. But why?
Reasons why they wanted one: our 1846 building did not have a
basement and until the congregation added the addition, it ended
with the wall behind the pulpit. There was no meeting space other
than the sanctuary or for four or five people standing in the
“vestibule.” It was not unusual for the Church Committee to briefly
meet in the vestibule to vote on accepting someone into church
membership.

Activities that we now have in Fellowship Hall or the Metzer Memorial
Chapel were held in the sanctuary or people’s homes. Samuel Tudor
Wolcott heard the desire for a chapel and must have seen the need
for he discussed this with the church leaders and offered to pay for
the building of a chapel.

Col. Samuel Tudor Wolcott was born December 18,1799 in South
Windsor. His ancestors and extended family included Founders of
Windsor, two Connecticut colonial governors and other notable
people of the state. He died July 23, 1887 and was buried in Center
Cemetery.

What is a chapel? A chapel is a small place of worship. Chapels are
Christian and are often part of a larger institution. The Wolcott
Memorial Chapel had two floors and no basement. Apparently, both
floors were each one large room.

How did our church family use this building? Let us look at what our
church family recorded. Turning to our Vol. 3 Church Notes 1833 to
1931, we learn almost nothing for the period we want to know about.
The records are primarily those of the annual meetings. Typically, the
notes give us the date and place of the meeting and, if there was an
opening prayer, who prayed. Also, who would hold what offices for
the next year, what benevolent funds they would support and a list of
reports, both oral and written. The acceptance of the reports (but no
indication of what was in them) were to be “placed on file.” Of course,
we do not have these files. Occasionally, a bit of other information is
included. | am extremely disappointed as | expected more
information, though | have found a bit more in other sections of the
book. The secretaries recorded different details.

There are some other sources. I'll look at them and others and report
what | find in the August newsletter.
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Pictured left: Inspired by Elsie Woolam, quilt
squares created years ago by ladies of the church
were finally pieced together and prepared to be
hand quilted. Look for this beauty to be available
once completed at an upcoming Holiday Church
Fair. This endeavor, led by Jean Jackson, is taking
place in the Wolcott Building. Contact Jean
Jackson or Elsie Woolam for more information.
Below: left to right: Nancy Stearns, Jean Jackson
and Elsie Woolam hard at work on the quilt.

Photo below courtesy of Chevy Rickets.

The lunch Bunch

The Lunch Bunch is the men’s group that meets
on the third Thursday of the month at 11:30 AM
for conversation and lunch with friends.
Everyone brings their lunch and there is usually
great coffee served. While Fellowship Hall is
under construction, the bunch will meet at the
Masonic Lodge, located at 1559 Main Street,
just up the street from our church. Join them!
Questions? Contact the church office.
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The No-Tag Sale Tag Sale

Linda Dalpe

Have you ever bought something on sale, and then rarely wear it?
Do you have clothes that you never wear because they are just a bit
too snug and they are taking up closet space?
How about shoes, scarves, coats, hats?
It's time to think about fall cleaning, even
though it's only July.
What about dishes, knick-knacks, pots and

. The No-Tag Sale
pans, small appliances? Tag Sale

UCW is NOT having a tag sale this summer,
but instead is having a no-tag sale tag sale this
fall. We are collaborating with Savers and are
collecting the following gently used or new
items in the following categories:

¢ Clothing/ textiles (clothes, shoes, as | e e

well as draperies, curtains, towels,
sheets, blankets, tablecloths). All sizes, men, women,
children. Please no ripped/stained/smelly items.

e Housewares / Small appliances/ dishes, glasses, pots/pans/
holiday decorations

e Books/DVD’S/records

Stay tuned for more information and where to bring the things
you have. Housewares/Books MUST fit in boxes (like Chewy,
Amazon, Mason paper boxes etc). Please be sure that they are clean
so that they are accepted.

Clothing /textiles go in black garbage bags.

For more information contact: Linda Dalpe 860-528-1936

)

j mg@/ W W Jewelry Needed

for Church Fair

While you are fall cleaning, don't forget
to look in your jewelry box. What jewelry
do you no longer wear? How about
broken jewelry taking up space in your | ik
jewelry box? We are collecting jewelry for the church fair. You can
drop it off at 1090 Main St. or bring it to church and give it to Linda
Dalpe or Lynda Jones. Please pass the word to family and friends.
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Church Family News
Birthdays

Rick Whitin 07/04 Catherine Slack 07/20
Barbara Wright 07/07 Stuart Howard 07/20
Laura Klein 07/08 Marlena Klein 07/20
Alex Margiott 07/09 Sheila Mcintosh 07/21
Scott Horsfield 07/18 Bill Fraize 07/27
Doug Weismantel 07/18 Adrienne Andrews  07/30

Doris Burgdorf The Tripp Family

Della Mitchell ¥ Joyce Coon

The Cox Family Iy Our @ Bob Woodward

The Zaugg Family o//myé/ "\, Carol Mattera

Iva Burnham g fm/m The Burnham Family

Below we share the obituary information for Mabel Ann
"Randi" Chapman, a friend of First Church and the wife
of late First Church member, David Chapman.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Chapman family

and their friends.
https://www.carmonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Mabel-Ann-Randi-
Chapman?obld=42865148

Table Graces and Prayers

Stop by and pick up
one of our newly
republished Table
Graces and Prayers
from all

religions. They are
wonderful for family
mealtime, special
occasions, and

Iy,

(gt

: “Do | have to give thanks for all the
celebrations. ‘ spinach or just the bite I'm going to eat?”



https://www.carmonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Mabel-Ann-Randi-Chapman?obId=42865148
https://www.carmonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Mabel-Ann-Randi-Chapman?obId=42865148
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>3 Church Office Howrs
",“j’ Hours are normally Tuesday — Friday 9 am — 2 pm.
DEF:CE H;(U:Rl;l
Newstetter Deadline

Seasons Gl\dn ¢ The next newsletter issue will be
B"T pon REmmﬂs published in August 2025. Please
: send your submissions and photos to
- the church office by July 11t for
w ‘ inclusion: firstchurchsw@gmail.com ~

Thanks!

Soup & Sawce
There are half a dozen 1-quart containers
of corn chowder in the church freezer.
They are the last from the fundraiser for
Fellowship Hall. The price is $8.00/quart.
The money can go to Sue Larsen, Ingrid
Fraize or the church office. There are also
3-4 containers of Bob and Julie Reynolds’
pasta sauce available for $5.00 each. See
Julie about the sauce. Thanks!

Misscons Conuniltee
Rachel Anderson

The First Church Missions Committee appreciates everyone who
participated in the Church World Service Blankets of
Hope and Tools of Hope campaigns. Church World H |
Service is a faith-based organization transforming
communities around the globe through just and W
sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement, FOR MISSIONS
and disaster since 1946. A generous donation of $580 was collected
for blankets and $710 for tools, and we continued our tradition of
dedicating those gifts in honor of or in memory of loved ones on
Mother’'s Day and Father’s Day. The First Church Missions
Committee will be holding a food drive later this summer. A date for
the food drive will be forthcoming. Thank you for supporting our
missions! Remember: Choose Love!


mailto:firstchurchsw@gmail.com
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