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The 3Ts: renew your vows  
 
The church cannot sustain its ministry without members taking their 
vows of TIME, TALENT, And TITHES seriously. 
When you made your vows in front of God and the congregation you 
agreed not to one of the above. Not a multiple choice, folks... but all 
three. 
 
Your time (T) is important as it shows the level of loyalty and 
comittment you possess for your church. Taking time for Sunday 
worship snd programs shows all where you place your priorities.  
 
Your talents (T) are a demonstration of the gifts you bring to the 
church and share with us to build up the body of Christ. Don’t hide 
your light under a bushel! 
 
Your tithes (T) keep the church functioning and denotes how invested 
you are... or not in its ministry and programs for the now and for the 
future. 
 
Take time to reflect on the vows you took. Maybe silently renew them 
to and for yourself.  
 
Will you do your best to support the local church with your time, 
talents and tithes??? 
 
I will with the help of God.....I hope so. 
 
See you in church, 
 
Pastor Dean 
 

Main Street Musing 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SOUTH WINDSOR 

June 2026 

Pastor Dean’s Hours & Office 

Schedule:  

Tuesday – Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm; 

Monday: Off 



 

2        MAIN STREET MUSING      JUNE 2026     

 

Church Committee 

       Jean Jackson, Clerk 

Clerk's highlights from the Church Committee meeting held May 12, 
2026 - 
• Treasurer's report - Expenses for April were $25,841.96. Income 

was $25,595. Deficit for April is $246.96. Deficit year-to-date is 
$1763.46. Sue Larsen noted that $15,000 was taken from the 
investment account to help cover expenses. 

• Investments - the account increased $59,397.94 in 
April. Balance at the end of April is $2,250,055.25. Jean Trotman 
noted that the account is in a good position despite the 
withdrawals noted in the Treasurer's report.      

• The next meeting will be held June 9, 2026, at 6:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall or the Metzger Chapel and on Zoom. All are 
welcome to attend whether or not you serve on a committee.   

 

Music Committee 

     Jean Jackson and Lisa Horsfield 

• The choir concluded their participation in Sunday services on 
Mother's Day, May 12, 2026. 

• Tunings for all keyboard instruments will be scheduled.  
     

   Church Historian 

  Mary Crittenden 

Last month I said that we would talk about the “Year without a 
Summer,” and I will; but the interval between 1694 and 1817 was not 
uneventful. So let us examine the living conditions of our little 
settlement.  

Our early “Church Notes” give us no weather reports. They primarily 
talk about what the Rev. Timothy Edwards would be paid. While 
some of his salary was currency and much in-kind income, some was 
firewood. Firewood was the source of fuel for warmth and food 
preparation. It was stated along with his salary. As noted in this 
snippet from our early church records: 
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From “Church Notes” 1730 It says: 

Voted to give the Reverent Mr. Timothy Edwards one hundred 
and fifty pounds and his wood: which is to be paid as followth 
that is to say whoot (wheat) att 8 pr bushel Ry att six shillings 
pr bushel and corn at four shillings pr bushel ots att two 
shillings and six pence pr bushel or in bills of prestique Crod: 
which sum is for his for salary this present year. 

Voted to Raise thirty pounds (for porthing wood for Mr. 
Edwards) which is to be put into the hands of the present 
committee to buy wood for Mr. Edwards. 

Reminder: New England was in a mini-ice age. It peaked  roughly 
from 1645-1715. Connecticut and New England temperatures were 
noted as extremely cold. Cotton Mather reported that “1717 was the 
worst winter in the memory of man.” 

In February, from the eighteenth to the twenty-seventh, there were a 
series of storms that buried New England unprecedented snow drifts, 
reaching 16 feet and possibly higher in Connecticut. 

Due to the deep snow and cold, livestock froze. The deer population 
was decimated both by wolves and starvation. Some people even 
resorted to burning their furniture for warmth. 

The winter of 1779–1780, while slightly later, is considered the worst 
of the 18th century, with 22 degrees below zero recorded in Hartford, 
indicating the sustained severity of the climate during that era. It was 
named “The Hard Winter.” 

In fact, New York Harbor froze over with ice so thick that British 
soldiers were able to march from Manhattan to Staten Island. 
(https://emergingrevolutionarywar.org/2016/01/23/the-hard-winter-of-
1779-1780/) 
This was over thirty years before the “year without a summer.” 

https://emergingrevolutionarywar.org/2016/01/23/the-hard-winter-of-1779-1780/
https://emergingrevolutionarywar.org/2016/01/23/the-hard-winter-of-1779-1780/
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First Church Tea Party 

The First Church Tea Party, held Saturday, May 9th in Fellowship 
Hall, was a big success! Thank you to Linda Dalpe for organizing and 

to Bigelow Tea for the fascinating tea presentation. We all learned 
something new, such as ‘don’t squeeze your tea bag when you 
remove it.’ Squeezing apparently creates a bitter tasting tea –  

who knew? 
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Church Family News 

 

Sean Connelly  06/02 
Julie Reynolds  06/05 
James Burnham 06/09 
Tyler Machowski 06/09 
Eden Dalpe 06/10 
Carrie Morse 06/15 
JoJo Hulsart 06/15 
Lauren Cummings 06/20 
Eric Horsfield 06/24 
Patrick Jones 06/25 

Chevy Ricketts 06/25 
Michael Stearns 06/25 
Jo McGilvary  06/28 
George Cox  06/29 
Bob Reynolds  06/29 
Steve Weismantel 06/30 
Tyler Clapp  06/30 
Colby Senatro  06/30 
  

  
 

The Addington Family 
The Belknap Family 
Doris Burgdorf 
Iva Burnham    
Joyce Coon 
The Charette Family                              
Della Mitchell 

Bob Woodward  
The McIntosh Family 
The Anderson Family  
The Sharp Family 
The Senger Family 
The Starr Family 

 

Church Office Hours 

Hours are normally Tuesday – Friday, 9 am – 2 pm. 

 Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter issue will be published in July, 2026. Please 

send your submissions and photos to the church office 

by June 12th for inclusion: firstchurchsw@gmail.com ~ 

Thank you!  

mailto:firstchurchsw@gmail.com
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